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PRE FACE 


MAR Em) Neader 
45 15 the Compliment of a 

: 2 Preface, that he may 
5 106 think, # defigned 

him an Affront in the Title- 
Page. Otherwiſe I might have 
® ventured to put this little Trea- 
iſe into his Hands, without far- 
ther Ceremony. For as I can 
3 aſſure him, that I have taken 
Rome Pains to write upon this 
9 meg with as much Decency, 
45 the Nature of it would con- 
ventently 
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PREFACE. 


denientij Near; fo I flatter my- 
elf, that when he has di bs. 4 
ty conſidered the Performance, he 
will have the Candor to acknow- 
ledge, that he has really Bought 


a Bargain. 


Kiſs my A--- is no Treaſon, &c. 


Ho the Controverſy concern- 
II ing antient and modern Ltarn- 
ing has ſo long and ſo happily 
employed ſo many able Pens; yet the 
Subject is ſo far from being exhauſted, 
that, in ſome Points, it has been very lit- 
tle touched upon, and in others not at 


all. An Inſtance in the former Kind 


is that noble Branch of the Mathema- 
ticks, the Science of Decyphering; of the 
Original of which'the World knows no 
more at preſent, than that one Author 
has fathered it upon Dr. Wallis, and 
another has given us his Wo RD, that 
it was in being many hundred Years 


before the Doctor was born. But to 


whomſoever the Honour of the Inven- 
tion may belong, I will venture to af- 
firm, that our modern Profeſſors of that 
he B Art 


i Ca) 
Art have far excelled all that ever went 
before them, or can at preſent pretend 
to vye with them in any Nation, 
A Point not once hitherto rouched 
upon is the Art of Selling Bargains, of 
which I will endeavour in the enſuing 
Treatiſe to give my Reader full and 
ample Satisfaction. And if upon the 
whole I ſhall be found to declare upon 
this Queſtion for the Moderns, I hope 
it will appear to be done without 5 
leaſt Degree of Favour or Partiality; 
ſince it would be an high Abſurdity, 
whilſt I am diſcourſing of Bargains, to 
be guilty my ſelf of any unfair Dealing. 
To ſhew, that I have no manner of 
Prejudice againſt the Antients, I freely 
allow the Invention of Acroſticks to be 
theirs. I acknowledge, that they have 
happily ſucceeded, in learns, moſt 
ingenious Pieces under the ſeveral Shapes 
of Eggs, Hatchets, Wings, and Altars. 
Nor do I know, that any Modern has 
pretended to vye with them in ſome of 
Theſe Particulars; the latter Ages not 
having been able to produce one Ovipa- 
rous 


(3) 


rous Writer, or Dedalus in Print, The 
Altar indeed has been well enough imi- 
tated by many Authors of Monumental 
Inſcriptions, in what they call Lapidary 
Verſes; that is, in Lines of unequal and 
uncertain Length, in which the Com- 
poſer has his fal Liberty, provided he 
takes eſpecial Care to avoid all Ap- 
proaches towards either Meeter or Rhyme. 
Theſe Yerſes thus written, and tranſmit- 
ted to a skilful Engraver, and fafely 
lodged in a Place not expoſed to Wind 
or Weather, may be legible to a good 
Eye, as long as the Materials, on which 
they are inſcribed, ſhall laſt ; and may 
ſerve in due Time to diſplay the read- 
ing of an itinerant Herald, and the In- 
tegrity of an Editor of Marbles, with 
Corrections and Amendments. 

Puns alſo I grant to be venerably an- 
tient, and to have flouriſhed as much in 


the Heat of the Carthaginian or Punick 


Wars, as they did throughout the peace- 
ful Reign of the firſt Monarch of Great 
Britain. As far as we can judge from 
the few Remains of that early Age, there 

B 2 were 
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were as many Puns then made, and as 
good ones, and as bad, as have been 


made at any Time ſince. It muſt be 


confeſſed, that our famous Univerſities 
have, with a laudable Emulation, endea- 
voured to excel in this, as well as in all 
other Kinds of Learning; but whether 
they have herein attained to the Perfec- 
tion of Rome, or Athens, or whether 
either of them has come ſomewhat 
nearer to it than the other, it is beſide 
my preſent Purpoſe to determine. 

As for Bargains, I am clearly of 
Opinion, that they are of modern Date. 
For if they had been antiently in Uſe, 
is it not ſtrange, that we have no Re- 
mains of that Piece of Ingenuity tranſ- 
mitted to us by antient Writers; no 
Rules laid down about it in their Trea- 
tiſes of Oratory; no Inſtances of it in 
their Dramatick Compoſitions, nay, no 
Word either in the Greek or Latin 
Tongue, to give it a Name? The like 
Obſervations might be made, with Re- 
card to the Writings in moſt- of the 
modern Languages; our Neighbours 


having 
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having ſo little either of the Thing, or 
Name, that they cannot, with any ſhew 
of Juſtice, claim the Honour of the 
Invention. I need not inſiſt, that it 
interferes with the Gravity of the Spa- 
niards, the Delicacy of the French, and 
the Oeconomy of the Dutch, who are 
well known to be much better verſed in 
the Art of Buying, than of Selling Bar- 
gains, Of which I could give a mul- 
titude of Inſtances, in the Hiſtory of 
their Tranſactions, from the firſt Foun- 
dation of that Republick, down to the 
preſent Times, were it not, in ſome 
Meaſure, inconſiſtent with that Impar- 
riality and Tenderneſs of offending, 
which I am reſolved to maintain thro' 
the Courſe of this Diſſertation. I 
know, there are two very odd Words 
in frequent Uſe among the Italians, as 
Interjections of Admiration, nor am I 
ignorant of the French Phraſe, Bailler 
| 2 en corne; but as I can by no means 
admit, that the former Expreſſions a- 
mount to the actual Sale of a Bargain, 
ſo neither do I allow, that the latter 


preciſely 
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preciſely denotes any ſuch Sale, foraſ- 


much as, according to all the Interpre- 
ters that I have conſulted, it may full 
as well ſignify to ſend a Man on a 
Sleeveleſs or Fools Errand ; a Practice, 
which I am credibly informed, is con- 
ſtantly to be found in ſome Parts of 
France, upon the annual Return of the 
firſt Day of April, New Stile. 
The Reader by this Time perceives, 
that I am not like to carry him far from 
home in my preſent Inquiry, and can- 
not but be well pleaſed, when I tell 
him, that we need not go out of the 
Kingdom of Great Britain, in order to 
diſcover the Riſe of ſo entertaining a 
Diverſion. In the mean time I muſt 
beſpeak the Favour of his cloſe Atten- 
tion to the Argument, and upon that 
Condition, though I ſhall forbear to 
heighten his Expectation, by giving it 
the faſhionable Title of a Demonſtra- 
tion, yet I dare engage to leave him 
altogether as free from Doubt, in the 
Point before us, as many late Authors 


have left him and me in their Demon- 
rations 
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ſtrations of other Queſtions of no le ſs 


Importance, than that which Jam now 
about to prove. 

I begin with obſerving that, for 
ſome few Ages paſt, certain induſtrious 
North - Britains Rave undergone the fa- 
tigue of marching round 12 Country, 
ſtooping under the Weight of a large 
Box, in which is contained a very long 
Catalogue of Linens, and other choice 
Goods, ſometimes to à conſiderable 
Value. This Catalogue they get by 
heart, and repeat it, or rather chant 
it, at the Doors of the ſeveral Villages, 
through which they paſs, importuning 
the good Women to purchaſe whatever 
they may have Occaſion for, out of 
their Stores. In order to encourage 
this Traffick, as they take care to en- 
large upon the Goodneſs of their Mer- 
chandize, fo they never fail to ſer forth 
the Cheapneſs of it, but are continually 
inculcating to their Cuſtomers, that 
they will uſe them kindly, and Sell them 
2 Bargain. Now conſidering how fru- 


have, 


(8) 
have, and that they are excuſed the 
Charges of Houſe-Rent, Houſe-keeping, 
and the Window-Tax, it is reaſonably 
conceived, that they really can afford 
their Wares at a lower rate from their 
portable Shops, than others, who labour 
under the fore-mention'd Expences, can 
do, either from their fix'd Shops in Cities 
or Market-Towns, or even from a Booth, 
or ſlanding in a Fair. Thus our 
Northern Traveller drives a notable 
Trade ; not only to his own Profit, and 
the Envy of his ſettled Rivals, but alſo 
to the Benefit and Emolument of his 
Chapmen ; at leaſt, it never can be de- 
nied, that now and then a lumping Pen- 
nyworth has been diſpoſed of from that 
Quarter. | 
In the next place I am neceſſarily 
obliged to take notice, that in the Na- 
tive Region of our Itinerant Saleſmen, 
there is an immemorial Preſcription for 
calling a Spade, a Spade; that is to ſay, 
that in ſpeaking of certain Parts of 
human Bodies, and of their natural 
Offices and Functions, they are not over 
Curious 
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curious in uſing Circumlocutions or 
other figurative Modes of Speech, but 
chooſe rather to expreſs themſelves in 
the moſt plain and proper Words of 
their Mother-Tongue. This may evi- 
dently appear to any Perſon, who will 
give himſelf the Pleaſure of peruſing 
the printed Collection of their Pro- 
verbs; from which, as learned Cri- 
ticks have well obſerved, the Genius 
of a People is molt caſily and certain- 
ly diſcovered. Ir is true, there are ſome 
of greater Nicety than Diſcernment, 
who have been ſo far miſled, as to pals 
a wrong Judgment in this ſingle Caſe ; 
and to cry out upon it, as the higheſt 
Piece of Indecorum and Abſurdity, that 
of all Mankind, thoſe, whoſe Occupa- 
Zion I have been juſt now deſcribing, 
ſhould nor take eſpecial Care ro wrap 
up their Conceptions in clean Linen. 
But I muſt crave Leave of thele polite 
Cenſors, to enter my Diſſent to their 
fallacious Way of Reaſoning ; and to 
vindicate a great and wiſe Nation from 


all indecent Aſperſions, upon Account 


of 
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of their uſing Words in their true 
Senſe, and calling Things by their ſpe- 
cifick Names. Surely, that Man muſt 
have but a very ſuperficial Acquaint- 
ance with the Britih Hiſtory, who 
does not readily acknowledge, that 
this undiſguized Way of delivering their 
Sentiments, in the Septentrional Parts 
of this famous Ifland, can be owing to 
nothing elſe, but to the antient and 
laudable Simplicity of Manners among 
the Inhabitants. And conſequently it 
can only proceed from the | rams, Br 
and {queamiſh Taſte of a more Sou- 
thern Clime, when any one ſhall affect 
injuriouſly to impure it to a Breach, or, 
which is yet a more extenſive Reflec- 
tion, to a Want of Manners. 

Now to proceed; as theſe Traders 
made their Viſits all over the Coun- 
try, carrying along their Dialect toge- 
ther with their Packs, it fell out in 
Tract of Time, that, according to the 
various Accidents unavoidably attend- 
ing upon living Languages, what was 
at firſt appropriated to their plain Deal- 
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ing, came by Degrees to be tranſlated 
to their plain Speaking, and the ſame 
Appellation was communicated to their 
Cracking of Jeſts, which originally ap- 
pertained to their vending of Commo- 
dities. | 

If my Reader ſhall be any ways con- 
verſant in this ſort of Learning, he 
will preſently agree, that what I have 
here advanced, is no Stretch of Inven- 
tion, or forced Derivation, but as plain, 
ealy, and obvious a Tranſition, as can 
be expected or deſired in a thing of 
this Nature. Bur if theſe Papers ſhould 
fall into the Hands of any, who through 
want of Leiſure, or Opportunity, or 
Inclination, have not turned their 
Thoughts to ſuch curious Studies, I 
would beg leave to recommend them 
to ſome Perſon, who has gained the 
Reputation of being a skilful Etymo- 
logiſt ; and they may depend on bein 
aſſured by him, that he has bo 
found in grave Authors, and entered 
among his own Collections, many 
Scores of Words and Phraſes, which 
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are accounted for to his full Satisfac- 
tion, though the manner of doing it 


may 1 at firſt Sight to be more 
frained, farther fetched, and leſs proba- 
ble, than what I here venture to offer 
to the Judgment and Determination of 
the Learned World. 

This new Notion of ſelling Bar- 
gains took extremely, {ſpread itſelf a- 
pace, and through the Emulation of 
thoſe, who endeavourdd to excel in the 
Art, it received, in a ſhort Time, ſuch 
wonderful Improvements, that it does 
not now ſeem capable of being carri- 
ed to any higher Degree of Perfection. 

When a Knot of Mags were aſſembled 
together, one of them would have a 
merry Story, or ſometimes for Variety, 
and to avoid Suſpicion, a ſerious One, 
ſo artfully contrived, that when the 
Attention of the Hearers was wrought 
up to the higheſt Pitch, he would 
break off abruptly, and leave them 

under an invincible Curioſity of ex= | 
amining into ſome ſuppofed Omiſſion | 
or Miſtake in the Relation; then he, | 
who 
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who happened to be the readieſt at 
putting the proper Queſtion, had his 
Scruple removed by a Bargain, to the 
no {mall Surprize of himſelf, and Di- 
verſion of his Companions, As the 
Bargain thus Sold made a deep Impreſ- 
ſion upon the Buyer, ſo it was care- 
fully treaſured up in Memory, by all 
who had been Vitneſſes to it. The 
former was ſeldom at eaſe, till he had 
advantageoully diſpoſed of it to the 
next Bidder; the reſt were underſtood 
to be entituled to the ſame Privilege; 
and every one of them had his Thoughts 
buſily employed, in order to quit 
Scores with the firſt Proprietor. By 
theſe means there quickly aroſe a hand- 
ſome Stock of traditionary Bargains, 
which were transferred, and circulated 
from Hand to Hand, without any the 
leaſt Diſcount. They were commonly 
rated according to their Cadence, and 
thoſe were held in greateſt Eſtimation, 
which were conceived in the moſt ex- 
act Rhime; for it muſt be remember- 
ed, that a Bargain is far from ſinking 


in 
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in its intrinfick Value, for being ſome- 
what like Nonſenſe, in this one reſpect, 
that Rhime, is the moſt agreeable Ve- 
bicle of both. | | 

But after all, no Man can modeſtl 
look upon himſelf to be a complete 
Maſter in this Arr, till, by long Practice, 
he has contracted ſuch a Habit, as to 
be able readily to repay the Seller in his 
own Coin, and to retort a premeditated 
Bargain extempore. In which Caſe, how- 
ever, the original Bargain loſes nothing 
of its Nature or Force, it being a fun- 
damental Maxim in modern Politicks, 
that there is but little Diſparity between 
a Bargain and an Equivalent, as I am 
afraid will he too ſoon demonſtrated to 
us—Bur I am again reſtrained by fear 
of giving Offence. 

How far the moſt emment Perſons for 
Power, or Learning, or Wit, have given 
In to this Species of Merriment, it will 
be eaſy to gather from the few follow- 
ing Inſtances, | . 

Oliver Cromwell, in the Height of his 
protectorial Grandeur, did not think it 
| beneath 


(15) 
beneath the Dignity of his State to ſell 
a Bargain ti the four Judges of the Up- 
per Bench, in his memorable Rhyme ro 
Magna Charta. | 

It may ſeem amazing, that this Bar- 
gain of his then Highneſs ſhould lie fo 
long Dormant, and be kept in Perto 
through ſo many Succeſſions of Reve- 
rend Sages, till a late Ornament of the 
ſame Bench was pleaſed to diſcharge them 
of it, by telling the Country, upon a 
very ſolemn Occaſion, that Hereditary 
Right was Hereditary Sh—. 

In the celebrated Comedy of Love 
for Love, I make no Queſtion but Ben 
was aiming at a Bargain, when he ob- 
ſerved of Miſs Prue, that the more ſbe 
cried, the leſs ſhe would —But I muſt 
ask Pardon of that admirable Author, 
for preſuming to deliver it as my hum- 
ble Opinion, that in this Inſtance his 
abſolute Sea-Wit ſeems to come ſome- 
what ſhort of the Mark. 3 

On the other hand 'tis notorious, 
that the facetious Johnny Crown, intro- 
duces Surly ſelling a palpable Bargain 


to 


to Sir Courtly Nice, in reply to that 
Knight's civil Compliment, I kiſs your 
Hands. | | 

The noble Author of the Rehearſal 
has obliged his Audience with the Re- 
preſentation of an Eclipſe, which is 
performed to Muſick by the Sun, Moon, 
and Earth dancing the Hay. Mr. Bays in- 
troduces the Scene, by telling his Friend, 
that there is ſome Fancy in it. And 
then, Sir, ſays he, that there may be 
| ſomething of a Joke, I make the Moon 
Sell the Earth a Bargain. Whereupon 
the Moon enters, and calls out the 
Earth, and between them there paſſes 
the following Dialogue. 


Orb. What calls Terra firma, pray ? 
Lun. Luna, that ne er ſhines by Day. 
Orb. What means Luna in a Veil ? 
Lun. Luna means to fhew her Tail. 


Upon Sols reprimanding her for 
this Familiarity, ſhe makes no other Ex- 
cuſe, than that ſhe hopes it will not be 
taken in Anger, Since ſhe did it out of 

Love, | | 


Now, 
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Now, according to the moſt re- 
ceived Syſtem of Aſtronomy, the 
Moon 1s looked upon but as a kind of 
a ſecond rate Lady, continually Dancing 
Attendance upon the Earth; and yer 
notwithſtanding this, it is nor judged 
to be out of Character, for the Atten- 
dant to Sell a Bargain to her Principal, 
or for the Principal to accept it with- 
out any Rebuke, or other apparent To- 
ken of Diſapprobation; this therefore 
may ſerve as a manifeſt Document to 
the great Ladies of our United Kingdom, 
and to the fair Damſels, who have the 
Honour to wait on them, that it is 
neither too great a Condeſcention on 
the one ſide, nor too great a Pre- 
ſumption on the other, if in due 
Time and Place there ſhould be a mu— 
tual Intercourſe of Bargains between 
them. 

Mr. Shadwell, who was compli- 
mented by his Friends, for hitting 
Humour the belt of any Englih Drama- 
tiſt next to Ben Johnſon, brings in Sir 
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Samuel — in the Virtuoſo, with this Sa- 
lutation frequently in his Mouth; 


Whip-ſlitch, 
Tour Noſe in my Breech. 


It is true, Mr. Dryden has handled 
him very ſeverely, both upon this and 
other Accounts, in his Poem called, 


Mac- Hecnoe; where, giving ſeveral 


Reaſons, why the Modern Poet had no 
right to claim Kindred with the more 
Antient one, he has the two following 


Lines ; 


Where fold He Bargains, Whip-ſflitch, 
kiſs my A 
Promis daa Play, and dwindled to a Farce? 


Here it is plainly intimated, that Ben 
John ſon has ſold no Bargains in any of 
his Plays. For my part I have never 
received any Obligation or Injury ei- 
ther from Mr. Dryden, or Mr. Shad- 
well; if therefore by what I am going 
to ſay, I ſhall appear to correct the 


one, and to do the other Juſtice, I 


hope, ir will be impured to nothing 


but 


* 
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but an inviolable Love of the Truth, 
and wiſh that all future Writers of Hiſ- 
tory and Controverſy, would think 
my Impartiality not unworthy of their 
Imitation. Now had Ben Johnſon ſold 
a Bargain in his Bartholomew-Fair, I 
ought in Strictneſs to have taken no 
Notice of it, as not coming up to the 
Point in hand ; for Mr. Dryden ſeems 
to be of Opinion, that Bargains are 
allowable in a Farce, though not in a 
Play. I therefore refer my Reader to 
the celebrated Comedy called the Al- 
chymiſt, which opens with a high Quar- 
rel between Face and Subtle, wherein 
the latter Sells the. other two Bargains 
almoſt in a Breath, and one of them 
is full as home, as that which Mr. 
Shadwell has put into the Mouth of 
Sir Samuel. ] purpoſely forbear to 
quem this choice Paſſage, that I may 
the more excite my Reader's Curioſity 
to be preſent at the Repreſentation of 
the Play, which I doubt not, upon the 
hint I have here given, will be frequently 
called for before the end of the Seaſon z 
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but I muſt caution him to be in the 
Houſe, as ſoon as the Curtain riſes, 
otherwiſe he will be diſappointed of 
his Expectation. On the other hand, 
I am ready to admit of any favourable 
Plea in behalf of Mr. Dryden, and 
would willingly perſuade myſelf, that 
he fell into the Miſtake through Haſte, 
Inadvertency, or Forgetfulneſs. Theſe 
are Excuſes, which a modeff Author is 
apt to make for himſelf, and which 
an aſſuming one ſhould ſometimes thank- 
fully accept, when they are made for 
him. 
But however this Caſe were, it is 
certain, that Mr. Dryden has been in a 
better Temper, and not diſdained in 
one of his later Performances, to put 
a Bargain into the Mouth of a Perſon 
of no inconſiderable Character, as 
having at that very Time a judge to 
her Sweet- heart. This indeed was after 
the great Revolution in the Throne of 
Poetry, when Mr. Dryden was depoſed, 
and his Rival in Poſſeſſion of the Lau- 
. rel. 


( 
rel. But as I entirely acquieſce in the 
Truth of his own Obſervation, that 


There's no Pretenſion, 


To argue Loſs of Wit from Loſs of Penſion; 


ſo I do not impute his doing the ſame 
Thing, which he had formerly cen- 
ſured in another, to any Declenſion of his 
Parts through Age or Misfortunes, but 
wholly aſcribe it to his further Exami- 
nation of the Point, and greater Ma- 
turity of Judgment. Having thus ſa- 
tished himſelf, that a Bargain might 
be Sold upon the Stage, without Vio- 
lation of the Rules of the Drama, he 
made no Scruple to give us a Specimen 
of it, leaving his envious Criticks at 
Liberty to determine, whether he were 
thereby more fairly entituled to call Cou- 
ſin with the Author of the Alchymiſt, 
or with the Author of the Virtuoſo. 
But, not to keep my Reader longer 
in Suſpence, I muſt deſire him to turn to 
the laſt Act of Mr. Dryden's Amphitryon, 
where he will find Mercury and Phædra 
engaged in the enſuing Converſation. 
5 Merc. 


1 

e 
Merc. Go to: Ask no more Queſ- 
tions; I am for thy turn, for I know 
thy heart, and ſee all that thou haſt 
abour thee. 

| Phed. Then you ſee my Back-ſide 

too; there's a Bargain for you. 

I would willingly forbear to cloy the 
Publick with too many Rarities of this 
kind ; hoping, that the Taſte, which 
I have given of them, may be ſufficient 
to authorize their uſe. But I cannot 
diſmiſs this laſt Particular without ta- 
king Notice, that conſidering the Cha- 
racters here concerned, I ſhall not be 
ſo poſitive in recommending Mr. Dry- 
den's Bargain to Imitation, as I have 
been in recommending that of Mr. 
Bays. Phedra is a Gentlewoman in wait- 
ing to the General's Lady, and as it has 
been already ſuggeſted, has no leſs a 
Perſon than Judge Gripus, her Lady's 
Uncle, for her humble Servant. On 
the other hand, Mercury does not ap- 
pear in his own Quality, but in the 
diſguiſe of an inferior Servant. Made- 
moiſelle indeed is ſenſible, that there is 

both 


(23) 


both a true and a falſe Soſia, having 
juſt before ſeen them both together: 
But ſhe has nothing to guide her, in 
order to diſtinguiſh between the Righ# 
one and the Wrong, ſaving only, that 
ſhe likes him better, who has preſented 
her with a Gold Goblet, than him, 
who has only zalked to her about a Gold 
Thimble; all which Circumſtances, be- 
ing duly weighed, will diſcover a vaſt 
Diſparity between the two Caſes. For 
e it be allowable for Ladies, and 
their Gentle women, to divert each other 
in private with ſelling Bargains; yet 
certain good Reaſons might be aſſigned, 
why it is not altogether ſo proper for 
the Gentlewomen to ule the ſame Free- 

dom with the Footmen. | 
As it is no Diſparagement to the 
Court Ladies, that at a convenient Diſ- 
tance of Time, their Faſhions of Ap- 
parel are aukwardly imitated by 5 
Wives and Daughters of the Teomanry ; 
ſo neither is it a Diminution to the 
Top-Poets, whom I have here quoted, 
that their favourite Way of Wit ſhould 
after 


. 
after a ſort be drawn into Example, by 
Merry-Andrew and Punch upon their 
reſpective Stages. 

I will not ſuppoſe my Reader igno- 
rant, that there 1s ſuch a thing as a prac- 
zical Feſt, or jeu de Theatre. Moliere 
and Mr. Shadwell can furniſh him 
with Plenty of them. Ir is therefore 
no wonder, that among the reſt, there - 
ſhould be ſuch a thing as a practical Bar- 
gain, not expreſſed in Words, hut im- 
plied in Aion or Dumb-ſhew. F* us 
ſuppoſe, if you pleaſe, that a Captain 
Tom of the Rabble, in leading up his 
Troops to demoliſh ſome Houſe of ill 
Fame, ſhould artfully contrive at the 
Head of his Mirmydons to crack the 
String of his Breeches ; or ſuppoſe, that 
an Admiral at Sea ſhould anſwer a 
neighbourly Salute with a ſingle Gun 
from his Poop ; it muſt be acknowledg- 
ed upon impartial Conſideration, that 
in either of theſe Caſes, there is a Bar- 
gain ſold indirectly, or by Implication. 

After this manner did a pleaſant 


Monarch ſell a practical Bargain to r. 
an 
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and every the Orders of Knighthood, 
when he inliſted among them a Sir- 
lom of Beef, and when he conferred 
theſame Title of Honour upon a Sir-re- 
erence : Not to mention ſome equal- 
ly*deſcrving Inſtances of Knighthood 
of a much later Date. | 
In like manner the Loyal City of 

London implicitely ſold a Bargain to 
WcRemains of the Long Parliament, 
| Ws Triumphant Ceremony of 
& Rumps ; which will be perpe- 
eo their immortal Memory, 
not only by the ingenious Cut lately 
prepared to embelliſh the new Edition of 
Hudibras; but by will not farther 
explain my ſelf, leſt I ſhould be thought 
to give a handle for reſtraining the Li- 
berty of the Preſs. It muſt indeed be 
owned, that the Parliament itſelf inad- 
vertently paved the way for this Jeſt, 
by cauſing their Coin to be dreſſed out, 
as an ingenious Writer ſpeaks, in a mon- 

ſtrous Pair of Breeches. 
Chaucer has given us an Account, in 
his Sompnour's Tale of a remarkable Le- 


E gacy 
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gacy delivered by a Bed - ridden Man 
into the Hand of a Friar, having firſt 
ſworn him to divide it equally amongſt 
his Brethren of the Convent. Upon 
the Receipt of it, the good Father puts 
himſelf in a violent Paſſion, callsake 
Fellow a Churl, complains of a Deſpite, 
and is exceedingly grieved, that he has 
undertaken upon Oath, . 
"I 


To part it, that wolle not depan 


But, as he no where complains] 
Farmer for having ſold him ad F 
ſo I do not mention the Traſlaction 
as ſuch, but only to obſerve to my 
Engliſh Reader, how early this part of 
the Nation was diſpoſed to comply 
with the Practice, wheneyer it ſhould 
happen to be introduced. 

It is ſe metimes ſeen, that a Perſon, 
whoſe Genius does not much incline 
him that way, ſhall accidentally Blunder 
upon a Teſt, or deviate into a Pun; 
and therefore it is no ſuch great wonder, 
that a ſerious Matron of the City ſhould 
unwittingly ſell a Bargain in a Letter 
to 


k (C7 T8 
to her Relation in the Country. The moſt con- 
ſiderable Piece of Intelligence in the whole Epiſ- 

' tle was, to acquaint her Kinſwoman, how ſhe 
had lately got rid of a violent Cold and Pain in 
her Head ; and heing of a communicative Diſpo- 
ſition, and willing that others might receive the 

yy *Fcencfit by the ſame Means, ſhe proceeded 
8 


= e, that the Cure was performed by ſtop- 
Ears with Black-Wooll. But as it fell 
that ſhe was not ſo exactly correct in Or- 
thography, as ſome of her Neighbours, when ſhe 
came to write the poor Monoſyllable Ears, ſhe 
oft unaccountable Tranſpoſition, by re- 
rſt Letter of the Word clear away 
inning to the End of it. I could 
ith any Degree of certainty, what 
of this Advice; but in caſe it were 
e better verſed in Spelling, and 
the Profeſſions of Phyfick and 
Surgery, t produce an extraordinary Ex- 
periment, by ſetting every Body in his turn up- 
on miſapplying the preſcribed Remedy to a wrong 
Part, and ſo propagate the Bargain throughout 
the whole Pariſh, | 

E ſhall now conclude this Diſſertation, by do- 
ing Juſtice to the Memory of Hugh Peters, whom 
I muſt declare to have been the greateſt Profi- 
cient in the Myſtery of ſelling practical Bargains, 
of all, who have hitherto fallen under my Ob- 
ſervation, except Ons; whom I ſhall not be at 
Liberty to mention till the end of this Seſſion. 
It is reported of this wonderful Man, that he 
undertook upon a Wager to hold forth from 
his Pulpit in ſuch a manner, as to cauſe one 
Moiety of his Congregation to weep devoutly, 
whilſt he threw ther into a hearty Fit of 


Laughter. *Ky ult Attempt he ſucceſsfully 
accompliſne y appearing to, thoſe who ſaw. 


* 


his 


* 
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his Face, in the Garb and ſolemn Grimace of à 
Puritanical Preacher, and at the ſame time to 


thoſe, who viewed him behind, in the Diſba- 
bille of a Heathen Philoſopher. 


— | ＋ 


POSTSCRIPT. 


HE Publick will, I doubt not, obſerve that 
have taken the utmoſt Care to avoid the 
leatt Imputation of fomenting or encouragy 
unhappy Ani miſities, by not touching Ong 
of Political Bargains, and have the 
knowledge, that it could proceed f 
but a predominant Love of my Count 
cannot be denied, that the preſent Coy 
ſupply me with Inſtances encugl 
particularly that of a certain ſar Ar which. 
One great Potentate pretends to have Bought of 
another; but I chuſe to refer this important Affair 
to be diſcuſſed in a more ſolemn Manner, and by 
Perſons, who are better able than my {elf to deter- 


mine in what Senſe either This or any other Bargain 


of State may be properly ſaid to be Bozght or Seid 
by the reſpective Powers concerned. by 


* 


Hic Lazor, Hoc Opus! 
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